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New York State Building Standards and Codes Application for Appeal of Determinations Concerning the 
Rand Hall Fine Arts Library at Cornell University 

Petitioner: Jonathan Ochshorn 
 
 
 

Exhibit 9 
 

Decision of the Capital Region-Syracuse Board of Appeal, September 15, 2016 (Petition No. 2016-0269) 
 
Summary: This 2016 variance allowed a proposed four-story A-3 occupancy in Type IIB construction, a 
smaller elevator not sized for an ambulance stretcher, and an alternate to standby power for atrium smoke 
control. The library space outside the bookstack floors (or “vertical opening” in code language) was 
reformulated as an “atrium” connecting stories two through four (with a single mezzanine within the 
fourth story), so the building—including the first-floor F-1 shop occupancy—was now considered to be 
four stories high. Various structural elements in the building were allowed to have no fireproofing, i.e., to 
remain as non-fireproofed Type IIB construction instead of being upgraded to Type IIA fireproofed 
construction as would have been required for an A-3 library occupancy in a four-story building. 
 








